
 
1.  risen     6.  spices  
 
2.  alive     7.  Friday 
 
3.  nailed     8.  crucifixion 
 
4.  tombstone     9.  forgiveness 
 
5.  eternal   10.  thorns  
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Many years ago, when I was in seminary, I read a book entitled Foolishness to the Greeks by Leslie 
Newbigin. He writes the book from the perspective of a long-time missionary in India and yet his chal-
lenge is directed to the church and culture in Western civilization. He suggests that while “the missi-
ological writing has sought to explore the problems of contextualization in all the cultures of human-
kind from China to Peru, it has largely ignored the culture that is the most widespread, powerful, and 
persuasive among all contemporary cultures—namely, the modern Western culture. Moreover, this 
neglect is even more serious because it is this culture that, more than almost any other, is proving resis-
tant to the gospel.” Therefore the title “Foolishness to the Greeks.” 
 
The apostle Paul deals with this topic in 1 Corinthians 1, where he suggests that the cross is foolishness 
(because of their intellect) to those who are perishing and that the cross is “the power of God to those 

who are being saved.” This is the paradox that the intellectual minds of our society can’t seem to wrap their brilliant 
minds around. The cross is at once judgment and mercy, humanity and divinity, weakness and strength, and most impor-
tantly, death and eternal life to those who embrace it. 
 
Try as one might to soften the story, the cross can’t stay neutral—it offends the clinical sensibilities of our clinical mind-
set. It amazes by the sheer power to transform people. So the best way for people to reject its transforming power is to 
reject its claims and somehow soothe their consciences. But that’s impossible. 
 
The cross is real because our sin is real. Everyone who comes to find rest in the shadow of this amazing cross will be 
transformed—forever. May we be freshly amazed by the power of this cross where Jesus died for our sins. May we cele-
brate this amazing grace that He should die for us. May the wondrous message of the cross overtake the intelligence of 
our post-modern intellectual mind. Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
A blessed Easter to you and your families! 

� � � � � � � ���������� �
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Ontario MB Convention Report 2010—February 19–20— Toronto  
 
The 2010 Ontario MB Conference was held February 19–20 in downtown Toronto at St. Paul’s Bloor St. Anglican 
church. The church plants in Toronto hosted the convention, which highlighted our conference’s church expansion activ-
ity in Toronto. The convention theme was titled “X-M-E” (X—Christology (the Person and work of Jesus Christ), M—
Missiology (the Purpose of God and His people) and E—Ecclesiology (the form and function of the church). Friday eve-
ning’s agenda included the commissioning of our new Conference Minister, Richard Martens, and testimonies and vid-
eos that gave insight into the work of evangelizing in areas characterized by high-density, high-immigrant and poverty-
stricken populations.   
  
The convention continued on Saturday morning with the introduction of the new Ontario MB pastors, and reports from 
the boards and agencies of the Conference. In place of workshops, this convention offered a “lunch on the bus” elective, 
with each of three buses taking delegates to different areas of downtown Toronto, where our Conference’s Board of 
Church Extension (BOCE) has “infiltrated.” The bus tour offered a first-hand perspective of the evangelism work being 
done in Toronto’s downtown core. The tour hosts spoke of the challenges they face in establishing relationships with 
residents, such as the close-knit community of Muslims. The afternoon session consisted of the usual annual convention 
business such as elections and budgets. One item of note is that the delegates approved a revised funding model requir-
ing churches to contribute 4% of their offerings to the Conference (the change is to counter the declining and unbalanced 
funds sent by member churches). KMB saw three members elected or re-elected to leadership positions (Chair of Board 
of Faith and Life—Vidya Narimalla; Member of Board of Faith and Life—Erwin Penner; and Member of Leadership 
Council—John Funk). The convention closed with an appreciation to Frank Wiens, who concluded his term as Modera-
tor, handing over those duties to Peter Durksen.   
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This poem was written by Don Snider for his 
grandfather William Douras Snider, who 
passed away Sunday, June 21, 2009  
 
Grandpa  
You were a crewman of the Robinson  
And I am honoured to be your Grandson  
Thank you will never mean enough  
You went to war for those you love  
Death and blood, screams and pain  
You faced so freedom would be gained  
On an iron beast you sailed the seas  
Answering the call of innocent pleas  
Freedom and country you served them well  
You brought back scars, you would not tell  
Fighting war then warring fire  
You gave your life to something higher  
Thank you for your sacrifice  
Especially for giving Christ your life 

Woman in the night, 
Spent from giving birth, 
Guard our precious light; 
Peace is on this earth.  
Woman in the crowd, 
Creeping up behind,  
Touching is allowed: 
Seek and you will find! 

Come and join the song, 
Women, children, men.  
Jesus makes us free; 
Free to live again!  

Woman at the well, 
Question the Messiah;  
Find your friends and tell: 
Drink your heart’s desire! 
Woman at the feast, 
Let the righteous stare; 
Come and go in peace; 
Love him with your hair!  

Woman in the house, 
Nurtured to be meek, 
Leave your second place, 
Listen, think and speak! 
Women on the road, 
From your sickness freed, 
Witness and provide, 
Joining word and deed:  

Women on the hill, 
Stand when men have fled; 
Christ needs loving still, 
Though your hope is dead. 
Women in the dawn, 
Care and spices bring, 
Earliest to mourn, 
Earliest to sing!  
Words by Brian Wren. Copyright © 1983, 1995 by Hope 
Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
(www.hopepublishing.com) for the USA, Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand; and Stainer & Bell Limited, London, Eng-
land, (www.stainer.co.uk) for all other territories. 
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The Key to Life is  
 Hanging on a Nail  
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  TWO WOLVES  
 

One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a battle that goes on inside people. He said, 
“My son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all. One is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, 
greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. The other 
is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compas-
sion and faith.”  

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather: “Which wolf wins?”  

The old man simply replied, “The one you feed.”  
 

—Contributed by Joyce Gingrich 
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Easter Word Scramble 
 

Here's a fun one for Easter. The words are all related 
to the Easter story. The answers are on page 8. 
 
1. rnies ______________________ 
 
2. elavi ______________________ 
 
3. ndaiel ______________________ 
 
4. nteotsmob ______________________ 
 
5. reaetln _____________________ 
 
6. scespi ____________________ 
 
7. irfyad ______________________ 
 
8. ircounfixic ___________________ 
 
9. novrgsefise __________________ 
 
10. nrtsoh ________________________ 

�����������������������(�)��*����
 
Name: Wendy Wiens 
 
Favourite restaurant: Tim Horton’s 
 
Life Verse: There are so many!! I’ll highlight two. Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the LORD with 
all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and 
He will make your paths straight.” John 15:5: [Jesus said,] “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do noth-
ing.” 
 
What area of ministry are you involved in? Becky Thiessen and I co-teach in the preschool 
Sunday School class (ages two and three). 

 
How long have you been serving in this area? Eight years. 
 
What do you enjoy about this ministry? I enjoy getting to know these young members of our church family and watch-
ing them grow and change over the two years they attend the preschool class. I consider it a joy and privilege to help in-
struct these children about the great GOD we serve and teach them truths from the Word of GOD. 
 
Share about your favourite memory in this ministry: I am always thankful when parents share what their children have 
learned and held onto from Sunday School—perhaps a song of praise, a scripture verse, or a truth about GOD. I pray that 
these young children may grow up to love GOD wholeheartedly, be students of the Word of GOD, and “may have power, 
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of GOD.” Ephesians 3:18, 19. 
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