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We are looking for a few people who would be interested 
in volunteering in the After School Program on Tuesdays 
or Thursdays this fall. Your role would be to assist in su-
pervising and mentoring youth from the community. It’s a 
fun way to spend an afternoon.  
 
Please contact Mark Beach by phone (519) 745-5144 or e-
mail youth@kitchenermb.com if you’re interested.  
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BURNING THE CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS? 

Three years ago, I wrote the following few lines in one of my articles in The LOOP: Are you feeling weary and burdened? 
There have been times when I too felt that way and when I left it up to God after I have done what needed to do, somehow I 
felt at peace.  
 
So, this summer, take a break (it doesn’t have to be some expensive vacation), pour yourself a tall glass of lemonade and 
read a good book, invite a friend or two for a BBQ, make a commitment to get to know five people in the church whom you 
don’t know well, and stay safe and watch that stress level go down. HAVE A GOOD SUMMER! 
 
I want to check to see, with all the talk about stress and being busy, if anyone pays any attention to my suggestions. Have 
you read a good book lately? I mean other than the truly “Good Book”—the Bible. Have you made any effort to get to 
know the many new people that God is bringing to KMB? Perhaps you are burning your candle at both ends and seem to 
find yourself constantly in a state of emergency and without time for others! 
 
Apparently, life and stress go hand in hand. Yet often I wonder how much of our stress is self-induced and how much of it 
is real. I suspect it’s a combination. I tried to do some research about the causes of this so-called stress in our lives and, lo 
and behold, there is no shortage of things that cause us this stress. Did you know that planning for a vacation rates among 
the top twenty stressors? Oh, boy! We need serious help. Here are some other sources for our stress in no particular order 
(italics are mine). 
  

· work environment (I can’t relate to this) 
· overworking (depends on what it is) 
· finding the job unsatisfying (can’t relate to this either) 
· receiving increased responsibility (enjoy it—I must be sick!) 
· excessive or contradictory expectations (I expect these) 
· disinterest (in what?) 
· a competitive environment (a certain amount is good for you) 
· a sense of inadequacy for the job (this is healthy in my job) 
· negative relationships with co-workers or supervisors (so far, so good) 
· excessive haste and struggling with insufficient time (goes with the territory) 
· very high and sustained levels of noise (yes, Ottawa St. is getting busier) 
· problems in personal relationships (mostly good) 
· physical or emotional loss (sad but fact of life) 
· financial problems (they are there, if you want them) 
· unmet expectations (always there, but what about expectations exceeded?) 
· major changes in life (my wife still loves me, I think) 
· dangerous or “stimulating” activities (walking is pretty safe) 
· living in a constant state of “emergency” (I should get better organized) 
· negative self-talk (danger of too much positive talk) 

While the books and psychology give some good handles to cope with our stress, they don’t say much about our walk with 
Jesus. They don’t say much about our spiritual lives being aligned with God’s Word. Long ago Jesus told his followers: 
“Come to me all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me 
teach you, because I am humble and gentle, and you will find much rest for your souls. For my yoke fits perfectly, and the 
burden I give you is light” (Matthew 11:28–30).  
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Ice Cream  
Sunglasses  

Beach  
Sun  

Sunbath 
Swimsuit 

Hot  
Sandcastle 

 
HOW MANY  

CAN YOU 
FIND? 
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Not really! Although the KIDS ALIVE events at KMB have finished 
for the school year, we continue to occasionally meet a familiar face 
on the street or at the grocery store; the relationships continue. And we 
hope to see many again at High Seas VBS in August. Our last Monday 
in April included a family supper to which the parents of the 21 chil-
dren registered were invited.  
 
Thanks to the leaders: Ami Joy Anderson, Johanna Dyck, Catriona 
Roy, Lyn Roy, Alex Suderman, Betty Thiessen, Heidi Thiessen, Bonnie Warkentin, and Sarah Weber who commit-
ted their “Mondays-after-school” to this ministry for children JK to Grade Six leading creative crafts, greeting par-
ents and kids, organizing “free-play” games, talking with the kids, preparing meaningful Bible lessons, telling sto-
ries, playing floor hockey with just one or many, developing meaningful friendships with the kids. Thanks also to 
the ladies who baked wonderful cookies for our snacks, as well as those who helped prepare our Family Supper in 
April.  
 
Please continue to pray with us that, as the children grow and mature, the seeds of God’s truth will germinate and 
flourish. 
 

Louise Harback  
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One of the greatest challenges a coach has 
every year is having to find new players to fill the 
void from those of have left. The challenge for 
the KMB Crimson Tide men’s slow-pitch team is 
how to make room for those who want to join 

when no one wants to 
leave. It is an absolute thrill 
to come to the diamond 
every week and play a 
game with fantastic men. 
Men who want to win but 
not at the expense of their 
friendship with those on the 
team or even with the 

opposition. I have had coaches from other 
teams tell me how great it is to play 
against us. That is the greatest compli-
ment a team could ever get! Let me 
introduce you to this great group of 
guys: Joe Wilton, Brian Wiens, Dar-
ryl La Haie, Kevin Harms, Tony 
Bauman, Chris Bauman, Harvey 
Goossen, Ted Fuller, Phil Tjart, Alex 
Suderman, Josh Martin, Brent Klassen, 
Doug Dedman, Ryan Stumpf, Brad Funk, 
Don Snider. Our complete schedule is on the 
church website at www.kitchenermb.com (click 
on “Ministries” and then “Men’s Life”). I know I 
can speak for the team when I say it would be 
great to see you all there!  

Don Snider 
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I don’t know of any more effective technique to get a handle on the stress in my life than to turn to Jesus. God designed 
you and me in a way that our spirit, mind, and body would react together in a marvellous way when we feel tense and 
anxious and “heavy” and set our heart and mind on Jesus. God knew that Jesus was our antidote for stress—not drugs, 
food, alcohol, and the internet. That’s why he inspired Matthew to capture and write about Jesus’ short teaching on this 
topic.  

Try it! You will be amazed at the instant results. So, for this summer, let me give the same suggestion I gave three years 
ago: Pour yourself a tall glass of lemonade and read a good book, invite a friend or two for a BBQ, make a commitment 
to get to know five people in the church whom you don’t know well, and stay safe and watch that stress level go down. 
HAVE A GOOD SUMMER! 
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Thieving Types 
 
1. Who stole idols from her father?  
2. What robber was released from prison at the time of the Passover?  
3. According to Malachi, what were the people of Judah stealing from God?  
4. Who was stoned for stealing booty during the battle for Ai?  
5. Which epistles say that the day of the Lord will come like a thief?  
6. What disciple stole from the treasury?  

Answers on Page 12  

Teen Fiction 
 
Paul, Donita K. “DragonKeeper” series – books 3–5. 

 
Used Book Giveaway 

 
We have done some spring 
cleaning in the Resource Cen-
tre and have withdrawn a num-
ber of adult non-fiction books 
that have not been circulating 
for some time. These books 
will be set up on a table in the 
Resource Centre during the 
month of July. Please feel 
free to take any of these 
books that appeal to you. 
 
Any of these books that are remaining will be donated 
to Christian Salvage Mission. The mandate of CSM is 
to gather Bibles and other evangelical literature no 
longer needed from the shelves of people across Can-
ada and ship it to Christians who are less fortunate 
than we are. 

Resource Centre 
Adult Fiction 
 
Clipston, Amy. A Gift of Grace. 
Collins, Brandilyn. Color the Sidewalk. 
Collins, Brandilyn. Cast a Road Before Me. 
Dekker, Ted. Saint. 
Morris, Gilbert. “The House of Winslow” series – 20 
books. 
Various Authors. “Tales of Grace Chapel Inn” series – 8 
books. 
 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Belcher, Jim. Deep Church: A Third Way Beyond 
Emerging and Traditional. 
Geddert, Timothy. Mark: The Believer’s Church Bible 
Commentary. 
Jantz, Harold. Leaders Who Shaped Us. 
Keller, Timothy. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age 
of Skepticism. 
Krabill, James R. Jesus Matters: Good News for the 21st 
Century. 
McGrath, Alister. The Twilight of Atheism: The Rise and 
Fall of Disbelief in the Modern World. 
Murray, Stuart. The Naked Anabaptist. 
Newbigin, Lesslie. The Gospel in a Pluralist Society. 
Roberts, Mark D. Can We Trust the Gospels? 
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It is with great excitement that we share with you the 2010 
fundraiser for the Inbetweeners group. As many of you 
know, last year we did a fundraiser for World Vision and 
our goal was to raise $4000 so that a needy family could 
build a brick home and we exceeded our goal.  
 
This year, we decided to do a local fundraiser for Wel-
come Home, a transitional housing facility serving newly-
arrived refugees in the Kitchener-
Waterloo area. It is a program of In-
ternational Teams that came into be-
ing in the summer of 2004. Located 
in Kitchener above the Morning 
Glory Café, they welcome refugees 
from every ethnic and religious back-
ground who express an interest in 
participating in their program, and 
their goal is to demonstrate the char-
acter and love of Jesus to all of them. 
  
Refugees come with the clothes on 
their backs and they leave their coun-
tries because their lives are in dan-
ger. It costs Welcome Home $10,000 
to house a refugee for one year. The 
refugees do get some assistance from 
the government—they receive $500 
per month—and the first thing they 
do is send money home because they 
are considered rich when they land 
on Canadian soil. 
 
 One of the great opportunities in 
doing a local fundraiser is to connect 
with the people we are raising the 
funds for. In May we held a coffee house event at KMB 
for the refugees who are staying at Welcome Home, or 
have moved on to housing with other refugees, as Wel-
come Home only houses the refugees for one year. We 
played basketball, hockey, and ping pong in the gym and 
then gathered in the Family Room for yogurt parfaits and 
coffee and, while singing and fellowshipping with one 
another. It was amazing to see everyone mingle together, 
even the children. We then, as a group, were able to fill 
numerous grocery bags for the families to take home with 
them. It was great to make connections and to start friend-
ships through this event, and a few of the refugees have  
 
 

been in touch with individuals in our Inbetweeners 
group. This has allowed for the fundraiser to be-
come more than a campaign; it is now personal. 
We have connected with the people who will bene-
fit from the funds we have raised, and relationships 
are being built that will last a lifetime. 
 
Our goal is to raise $4,500 for Welcome Home by 

October 31. To achieve our 
goal, there are two different 
events we will be doing to raise 
the funds:  
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God has truly blessed us all 
with so much, and everything 
that we have is His. If you feel 
that God is calling you to give 
to our project, you can also des-
ignate on your tithing envelope 
to “Welcome Home” up to the 
end of October. 
 
We are extremely excited to be 

doing this project. As a group we have found that 
our fundraisers have not only brought us all to-
gether as a group, but have really given our group a 
purpose. They have been a great way to work to-
gether, in service, to the Body of Christ. Many of 
these refugees really hold onto their religion, as 
they feel it is the one thing they could bring with 
them that nobody can take away, but we know that 
Jesus Christ and what He did for us on the cross is 
the only way, so how exciting it is to be able to 
come alongside to help a difficult ministry that is 
demonstrating the love of Christ each day. 
 

Jenn Krulicki 
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It’s springtime again, and for many people, myself 
included, that means gardening. Depending on what 
type of gardener you are, that might mean planting 
annuals, watching for bulbs to spring out of the 
rich earth, or sowing a packet of vegetable seeds. I 
belong to the last group. I am a vegetable gardener, 
and this year I added an additional 5-by-7-foot plot to 
my garden. I am growing popping corn, strawberries, 
peas, cucumbers, cantaloupes, and onions. That’s not 
the point, though. 
 
The point is why I garden. Some people do it because 
it makes them happy, some because they enjoy feel-
ing the damp, warm earth between their fingers, and 
still others do it because it is a moment of quiet in an 
otherwise busy lifestyle. I do it for all three of these 
reasons, but also for another. Gardening fosters trust 
in our Heavenly Father. Think about it. I turn the soil, 
breaking up the hard lumps with my spade. I add ma-
nure and rich topsoil. Then I plant. 
 
This year I planted onions. At the greenhouse, the 
onions looked kind of brown and slightly wilted. I 
bought them anyway and trusted that they were 
healthy. Carefully, I placed them exactly where I 
wanted them, pressed them into the soil and sur-
rounded them with dirt. Then I water and wait. I have 
no control over when they grow, or how big they 
grow. I cannot see them growing underground, but I 
trust they are. I need to trust God to watch them for 
me. I need to trust God that when I dig them out at 

the end of the summer they will taste good. Garden-
ing is my way of remembering to put my trust fully 
and completely in God. 
 
God is like a gardener also. He plans for our lives 
before we are born. He places each one of us in our 
mothers’ wombs and nurtures us. Throughout our 
lives, He teaches us through experiences, school, 
family, and friends who help us grow in our faith. 
Just as the onion needs me to water it, we need God 
to help us grow and serve Him. I enjoy gardening, 
but it is also a way for me to refocus my trust in 
Him and to remember to step more firmly into 
God’s Word.  
 
Happy Gardening!  
 

Clare Maier 

Thieving Types (answers from page 4)  
 
1. Rachel (Genesis 31:19)  
2. Barabbas (John 18:40) 
3. The tithes they owed (Malachi 3:8)  
4. Achan (Joshua 7:10-26)  
5. 1 Thessalonians (5:2) and 2 Peter (3:10)  
6. Judas Iscariot (John 12:4–6)  
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How does one present the gospel of Jesus Christ to a world that is becoming 
increasingly secular? The number of people who now answer “no religious 
preference” in polls has increased dramatically in the last decade. Yet there 
is also evidence that certain churches throughout the world are growing in 

spite of this trend. Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, with nearly six thousand regular attendees and 
numerous church plants, has thrived in perhaps one of the most secular locales in the world. Its pastor, Timothy Keller, 
has ministered there for over twenty years and has dealt with many of the doubts that people have when confronted 
with Christianity. “Why does God allow suffering?” “How can a loving God send 
people to Hell” and “How can there be one true religion?” are a few of the many 
questions he has encountered in his ministry. In his book, The Reason for God, 
Keller attempts to prove that there are no sufficient reasons to doubt Christianity 
and then argues that there are numerous reasons to commit one’s life to Christ. 
While leading the reader through each chapter, his central thesis is that “all doubts, 
however skeptical and cynical they may seem, are really a set of alternate beliefs.” 
The Reason for God is an excellent book that takes a systematic approach through 
many of the issues non-believers have about Christianity and presents Keller’s ar-
gument for a belief in God in a convincing manner. Thus, it is a valuable resource 
both for believers and skeptics. 
  
Keller presents his arguments in a organized and clear manner. The book is ar-
ranged like a series of mini-essays, as each chapter deals with a separate issue or 
question. This provides clarity to the reader and is useful for quick reference for 
later discussion. Keller addresses each topic in an academic manner but not in a 
way that is confusing for the casual reader. For example, he utilizes many philoso-
phical and scientific theories to explain his arguments but makes sure to explain 
these concepts as clearly as possible. When introducing the philosophy of strong 
rationalism, a standard that many of the leading disbelievers in Christianity adhere to, he clearly explains what it is. 
Keller can then deal with some deep arguments without leaving the majority of readers in the dark.  
 
He also points out approaches to an issue that one may not have thought about before. When discussing the question of 
unequal gender roles, he emphasizes the need to put things into historical context. As a result, the book presents a clear 
argument that is easy to follow. 
 
The use of renowned sources also helps enhance the argument. Keller utilizes great Christian scholars, like C. S. Lewis, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Søren Kirkegaard and N. T. Wright to support his points. In addition, he references the ideas of 
many of the leading critics of Christianity to present a more balanced argument and, in some cases, to enhance his ar-
gument. For example, Keller quotes philosopher Thomas Nagel, an avowed atheist, who confirms that, regardless of 
what belief one is trying to prove, it is impossible to approach it without allowing some personal bias or experience 
impact that viewpoint. This helps him refute the notion that Christianity should be gauged by providing an airtight case 
that some opponents to Christianity would require. The use of many respected resources shows that Keller thoroughly 
researched the book and it makes his arguments much more convincing.  
 
The Reason for God by Timothy Keller is an excellent book both for believers and non-believers. It presents its argu-
ments in a clear and rational way that is convincing. As a result, it is an excellent tool for discussion with non-
Christians. However, it does not replace the need to build relationships with those one is witnessing to. It is merely an-
other resource that can be used to tackle some of the common doubts or questions people have about the decision to 
have a relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 

Brad Funk 
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My name is Kellie Pirch. I’ve been a member here at KMB since my baptism on Easter Sunday 2005.  
 
I’d like to talk about Vacation Bible School. It’s a personal favorite of mine and I hope to make it yours, too.  
 
While growing up, my family and I rarely attended church. We would go for 
weddings, funerals, and that sort of thing but never on a regular basis. We 
had a cottage, so March to November we were there every weekend.  
 
The only “churched” event my sister and I went to was Vacation Bible 
School. It was put on by a group of Mennonite families that lived just out-
side my hometown of Brussels. It wasn’t like the VBS of today. First, it was 
held once a week for 5 or 6 weeks during the evening in the wintertime (the 
people running the program were farmers and it was their only spare time). 
It was held in the basement of the town library. There weren’t set 
“programs” and “stations” we have today. I remember singing actual hymns, 
like Amazing Grace. I also remember having to memorize Psalm 121. I still 
remember most of it to this day. They only ran the program for 3 years when I was between 9 and 11 years old, 
but it stayed with me. Just those 18 or so VBS sessions were for me the most church I got growing up and they 
were important.  
 
Every year at KMB we have between 75 and 125 kids coming to VBS, and this might be the only “churching” 
they get, but it can make a difference. Those kids who might seem bored or uninterested are still here every 
day; they are listening, even when they are pretending not to. You may think it’s going in one ear and out the 
other, but that’s O.K. If only one little truth is left with these kids, it can grow into something special. Sure, it 
can be dormant for 20 years or so, but it’s still there.  
 
For the volunteers who have done VBS a few times, it seems like we do the same stories over and over and the 
same routine over and over. But we as Christians have the luxury of “knowing” these stories. A lot of children 
coming to VBS only hear that story two years in a row and then they can say, “Hey, cool! I know that Bible 
story!”  
 
I think VBS is a very important outreach program here at KMB. Yes, it’s a lot of work, especially with the pre-
planning, but at the same time the week of VBS is a lot of fun! You get to spend a week with fellow KMBer’s 
and you get to met a lot of great kids. It made the difference in my life and hope it makes a difference in these 
kids’ lives!  
 

Kellie Pirch 
—————————————————– 
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2–1/4 cups graham cracker crumbs [about 36 squares]  
6 tbsp. sugar  
10 tbsp. melted butter or margarine  
one large package cream cheese [softened]  
one cup icing sugar  
2 cartons [one 16 oz. and one 8 oz.] frozen whipped topping, 
 thawed, divided  
one package Strawberry Jello [3 oz.]  
1/2 cup boiling water  
one cup strawberry yogurt  
 
Topping  
2 tbsp. graham cracker crumbs  
1-1/2 tsp. sugar  
1-1/2 tsp. butter melted  
 
In a bowl, combine the cracker crumbs, sugar and butter [or 
margarine]. Press into an ungreased 13 x 9 x 2 in. dish.  
Refrigerate for 15 min.  
 
Meanwhile, in a mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and icing sugar until blended. Whisk in one cup whipped top-
ping. Spread over the prepared crust.  
 
In large bowl, dissolve Jello in boiling water. Whisk in yogurt and 6 cups of whipped topping until blended. Pour 
over cream cheese layer. Refrigerate for one hour.  
 
Spread remaining topping over strawberry layer. Cover and refrigerate overnight.  
Just before serving combine topping ingredients and sprinkle over the whipped topping. 
 
12 to 15 servings.  

Esther Luellau 

Taken from the KMB bulletin on Sunday, February 19, 1967: 
 
“Please do not use the last two benches on the men’s side. They are reserved for late-comers, especially for the 
English visitors.” 
 
“Please do not come late. We begin promptly at 10:35 a. m. There is so much visiting going on in the basement 
and many come into the service after the doxology. Remember, a few minutes early gives you time for a quiet 
meditation. Often this makes the difference.” 
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It was with great anticipation that more than 100 ladies 
gathered in the auditorium for our an-
nual Spring Tea! What had Ad Wark-
entin and Janene Dirks planned for us 
this year? It would no doubt be won-
derful, as many prayerful preparations 
had taken place. The tables were beau-
tifully decorated and the strawberry 
shortcake was delicious! 
 
LORALEE SIEMANS was the guest 
speaker, but another very special 
woman introduced her—her birth 
mother, GAIL  BALCH. Gail shared 
her “birth” experience as a Chris-
tian . . . and her wanderings away 
from the LORD. This included the dat-
ing of a non Christian and a subsequent pregnancy. Dur-
ing those nine months, Gail re-
turned to the LORD —“the vine”—
from whom came life and guid-
ance. She named her daughter Faith 
Anne. Gail knew and loved this lit-
tle girl for only a few days before 
she, with great sadness, gave her up 
for adoption. She had prayed that 
Faith Anne would be given “born 
again” parents, an older sibling, a 
musical family, and lots of extra love. 
 
And then we met “Faith Anne”! She 
had been renamed Loralee by her lov-
ing adoptive parents. Both of them had 
been to Bible college and her new father was a pastor. Her 
mother played the piano, and she had an adopted older 

brother! All of Gail’s “pregnancy prayers” had been ful-
filled! Then Loralee told us that the joy she had in being 

adopted into this wonderful 
earthly family was a foreshad-
owing of her later adoption 
into God’s family. God chose 
her to be in His family, He 
changed her name (she became 
a Christian), she belonged to a 
new family (with brothers and 
sisters), she had new privileges 
because she was part of God’s 
family and He had prepared a 
heavenly home for her.  
 
As the years passed, Loralee was 
told a little about her birth par-

ents. Initial fear of what she 
might find out did not deter her 
from a search. The LORD allowed 
her to meet Gail and they now 
share a special relationship, with 
the blessing of Loralee’s adoptive 
mother. In closing, we were re-
minded that “faith” is the sub-
stance of things hoped for and 
the evidence of things not 
seen. The final musical selec-
tion, Just a Closer Walk with 
Thee, was a challenge for each 
of us to examine our walks with 
the Lord Jesus. Thanks to 

Janene, Ad, and your volunteers for blessing us with 
such a wonderful program! 
 

Anne Robertson 

Senior & Junior Youth Jays Game  
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The Lord blessed 36 of us with a beautiful, dry 
day for our trip. Our first stop was a snack 
break at Park’s Blueberries, near Thamesville, 
where we were treated to muffins and a drink of 
choice. 
  
A guide then joined us as we proceeded to 
North Buxton, taking in some sites in Chatham 
on the way. We all had our eyes opened to the 
cruel realities of the slave trade that once flour-
ished in North America. We were inspired by 
those who stood against it, giving escapees the 
resources and land to make a free life for them-
selves. We had a great lunch in the midst of this 
small, historical village featuring a museum, 
church, and school house. 
 
We then returned to Chatham’s Active Lifestyle 
Centre, and it really is a hive of activity. After a 
tour and line-dance demonstration, we enjoyed 
drinks and cookies in the cafeteria.  
 
Finally we headed home, returning to KMB at 
about 6pm, ready for a rest but very grateful for 
the efforts of Margo at Robin Hood Tours and 
other folks who played a part along the way! 
 
I would like to thank all those who made an ef-
fort to come out and support this terrific outing! 

 
Phil Patton 

 

You know the value of prayer: it is precious beyond all price. Never, never neglect it.  

—Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton (1786 –1845), British parliamentarian and abolitionist,  
after whom North Buxton, Ontario, a settlement of former slaves, is named 
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Alice was born November 20, 1909 to Katharina and Johan 
Friesen in Ufa, Russia. During the next seven years the 
Friesens prospered. Alice’s siblings Katy, Martha, and 
John joined the family. Her father, Johan, an inventive sort, 
went to Germany and returned with electric generators to 
power the family gristmills and home. By 1916 Alice lived 
in a fully electrified household, including the kitchen, for 
six days a week. Life was good. 
 
This changed suddenly in October 1917 during the early 
months of the Russian Revolution. The Friesens were dis-
possessed of their worldly goods and became exiles in their 
own country, fleeing for their lives. In December Johan 
died, leaving the family without support. Alice often re-
called instances when the family narrowly escaped the Red 
Army during post-revolutionary Russia due to the tremen-
dous courage and quickwitted-
ness of her mother, Katharina. 
  
In August 1920 Johan Bark-
man of Molotschna, Ukraine, 
married Katharina, bringing a 
measure of stability to the 
family. Alice gained three 
more siblings in Agatha, Wal-
ter, and David. The family 
moved to various locations in 
Russia including Siberia, 
eventually buying a house in 
Gnadenthal, Turkistan. Life 
was difficult with no family 
income. Yet Alice and her siblings survived under the 
guidance of their parents, who were committed to shelter-
ing them from the day-to-day realities of life in exile. 
  
Johan died in April 1929, leaving Katharina destitute again. 
She was determined to bring her family to a better life. The 
journey to Canada began on a cattle car to Moscow, along 
with other Mennonite families. Alice later recalled the ex-
citement she experienced during the ride—the family horse 
travelled next to them, cordoned off by a mere curtain! 
 
Passports were finally issued and the family went to Berlin, 
Germany. Christmas of 1929 was spent with other Men-
nonites leaving the Russian settlements for other destina-
tions. In late August 1930 the family boarded the Mont-
calm in Hamburg, Germany, bound for Quebec City. It was 
a rough weeklong crossing. The family then went by train 
to Kitchener, where they were greeted by Alice’s uncle, 
Jakob Friesen. A new life was ahead! 
 
 

Alice became proficient in English, working as a domestic 
for eleven years, occasionally with sister Katy. The work-
week began Monday morning at 7 AM and ended at 4 PM 
on Sundays. Alice never complained and learned to love 
baking. 
 
Meanwhile, World War II began. Brother Walter had 
joined the Lincoln & Welland Regiment and was to see 
active duty in France, Belgium, and Germany. Encouraged 
by sister Agatha, Alice moved to Ottawa where she was 
employed as a translator with the Canadian government. 
Her job was to screen outbound and corresponding in-
bound mail from German POWs, searching for clues that 
might indicate enemy secrets. She and Agatha were suc-
cessful at this and later were asked to join the British Se-
cret Service in postwar Berlin, screening outbound civilian 

mail during the initial stages 
of the Marshall Plan. 
 
By 1948 Alice was back in 
Kitchener. Another chapter in 
her life began as an office 
worker with Dominion Tire 
Corp. The extended family 
began to grow. What would 
eventually be eleven nieces 
and nephews began to enter 
the world. Alice referred to 
this period of time as the most 
joyful in her life! Family 
gatherings and the ensuing 

meal preparations became memorable focal points the 
family will remember forever. Alice was a central figure in 
the success of the family get-together. 
 
Alice’s interests were always focused on her family, 
friends, and the church. Placing others’ needs and wishes 
before her own and being at all times KIND  to all people 
and animals were of utmost importance. She made ongo-
ing and substantial donations to a wide variety of charities 
and individuals. Long before the word “green” had taken 
on the significance it enjoys today, Alice made sure all 
clothing, plastics, metals, glass, paper—everything in her 
possession— found its way to another use. Alice never 
became “closed minded.” She voted for all the political 
parties at one time or another, depending on her interpreta-
tion of the important issues of the day. Even during her 
100th year, Alice continued to re-examine social stereo-
typical viewpoints.  
 
Above all else, Alice cherished her Christian faith. After 
an exemplary life, she died May 14, 2010. 


