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Vidya's Vi
This Advent season, we chose a theme that saysayv#teCame Down,” using John
chapter one for our study and understanding of whaily means. In Isaiah 7:14, we
read,“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: e virgin will be with child
and will give birth to a son, and will call him Im@nuel.” | think that most of us

have heard enough times during Christmas seasaaisting word “Immanuel”
actually means-God With UsReally!

When the virgin gave birth to this Son, Immanues\aalast present among us, yet in
so many ways he was and is still hidden from usn&ws 11:33 say50h, the depth
of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of Godbud unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing outs this the reason why we still live
and act and relate as if God weia with usin so many areas of our lives? Is this the
reason why we shy away from sharing the earth-sadt news that the angels came
to bring the lowly shepherds, who by the way, didkeep it to themselves, but shared
with others? Is this the reason why so many alldately and hopeless during the
Christmas season? Is this why the world triesrid fiappiness and cheer in the tinsel and thingenentree?

Is God with you during this Christmas season? Heeever wondered why God would want to live among
us and even within us, when we cannot fully comenehhim? 1 Corinthians 13:12 promises a day when we
will no longer see through imperfect eydldow we see but a poor reflection as in a mirrohén we shall

see face to face. Now | know in part; then | shalow fully, even as | am fully known.”

Immanuel—God isndeedwith us! He wants to have a personal relationghtp us. Unless we have that
relationship, unless we understand the basic megbkatjJesus came not so we can have a reasooliftays
and partying (nothing wrong with that), but to @agansom for the sins of humanity and re-estalalisght
relationship with God for eternity—not only duritige Christmas season but each and every day divear
This is Immanuel—God with us; God coming down frbeaven to dwell among us. May He dwell in each
one of our hearts as we celebrate this glorioussea

BLESSED IMMANUEL WITH US! in all of our celebratia

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a signeBold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his namealmel.”
|saiah 7:14

God Is at Work Around the World

On Saturday, November 21 | attended the reports of
how God is working through Family Life Network
in many parts of the world.

It was interesting to meet two people from the Ukraine
and two from Russia who are preparing radio pro-
grams and TV shows to spread the Gospel in the Rus-
sian language to those who for years were forbidden to
read the Bible.

In one city in the Ukraine, Krivoy Rog, they have out-
reaches to kids and teens with soccer games and other
activities plus summer camp and such. God is using
this to draw people to Himself.

Family Life Network also ministers to Low German—
speaking people in Bolivia, Paraguay, and other coun-
tries like Canada.

They have also seen God work in the Muslim world
through the internet.

God is working and we can participate by praying for
the workers. Please pick up Our FLN Family ADVENT
CALENDAR on the Welcome Desk in the foyer. This
month they have pictures of all those involved in this
great ministry.

On November 22 Philip Serez and Randy Friesen pre-
sented reports on what is happening through our Mis-
sions outreach. The latest project is to send three cou-
ples to Turkey to have a Light shine in this dark part of
the world where Paul planted churches 2000 years
ago.

Let's not forget to keep in touch with Dave and Louise
Sinclair-Peters in Thailand. They have seen many
miracles and seen the Thai Christians witnessing to
their friends and families. There are many exciting
video clips on the internet.

Just check out MBMSI video and see God at work in
many parts of our world through our missionaries.

—Edith Schmidt

ONCE AGAIN

Once again, it is the season

When the Christ Child comes to earth,
When the hearts of those who serve Him
Celebrate the Saviour’s birth.

Once again, we are reminded
That a long, long time ago

Jesus came to earth from heaven,
For the prophets told us so.

Once again, we join the shepherds
At the cradle in the stall.

Angels from on high are watching.
Jesus came, to save us all!

He came to earth, but there was no room;

There was no place that He called His home.

So | invite you, dear Jesus, to come into my heart
And live there forever till death will us part.

And then | will come to the heavenly door,

My Jesus will greet me and we will part no more.
And | will serve You forever with the saints on high;
With shepherds and angels our song will fill the sky.

We will sing “Hallelujah!” forever and ever.
There will be no night, and there will be no pain.
There will be no sin, and no sorrow will reign,
Only joy everlasting. Hallelujah! Amen.

Thank you, Jesus, for coming to Earth, filled with sin,
Giving hope to mankind and joy from within.

Bless every home, every heart, every child in this world.
Grant us peace and goodwill. Come to earth once again!

—Helmut Jannert



Meet One of our Ministry Workers

Name: Lissa Warkentin
Favourite Food: Pasta and Chicken

Life Verse: 2 Corinthians 12:9,10 “My grace is enough for you. Whan ai@ weak, my power
is made perfect in you.” For this reason | am happy when I\waaknesses, insults, hard times,
sufferings, and all kinds of troubles for Christ. Becausewd am weak, then | am truly strong.

What area of ministry are you involved with?Christian Education Department. JR/SR Kinder-
garten Sunday School Teacher.

How long have you been serving in this areahave been serving since my early teens in vari-
ous children’s programs including the Nurseries, Kids&IMBS and currently as a Sunday
School Teacher.

What do you enjoy about this ministry?l enjoy working with young children in my career as
an Early Childhood Educator. Being involved in this nigisiere at KMB, | have seen and
worked with many children, and love to watch them grow lrotige and in the knowledge of
God’s love.

Share about your favourite memory in this ministry: There have been many great memories throughout the years ofitgiachi
the kindergarten class. | remember a child that came up to meedt@rxgisomeone describe something as awesome say, “We
shouldn’t say that things are awesome. The word awesomeGotbrOnly God is Awesome!” At Christmas time | often hibar
children talk about how Jesus is born for us and dieddoHe loves all of us and created the world and everythiitddr us!
Before snack we take the time for each child to pray. Tkigi®at time for all of us to thank God for all the wondeaHings in

our lives. We are all continuing to learn and grow togetnéne understanding of God’s love from the Bible storiesexperi-
encing that love in our lives.

Seniors Moment with Phil Patton

On Sunday, November 29, the majority of our deaezr® able to go to Tabor Manor. We held a briefistimas ser-
vice, singing some carols, reading the Christmaiyy stnd sharing in the Word. Following our servise, served a lunch-
eon both to residents that remain a part of our Kisiily and to some others who reside in the hosneell. After this
time in the chapel area, all of us were welcometidgined by John and Irene Block (John is a chaggaifabor) and
Anna Wall, a very dear KMB member who has lived albor for several years. This gathering of clodlevieship, given
to thank KMB'’s deacons, was a great time of relaeddwship and truly appreciated by all of us.

On Saturday, December 5, the KMB deacon team, néthendous meal preparation by Rainer and Anne Yéomht
and their assistants, put on a Christmas feastuioseniors, widows, and widowers. The eveningufeat a Christmas
meal with all the trimmings; beautiful Christmasaanusic by several of our young adults, led bgtBaAlex; carol
singing by everyone; and a Christmas address bgeBiahnston. Bruce is a former CKCO Television master who
worked, along with others, to realize the goal wf local Faith FM radio station going on air in 20@nce again, this
event was a great success. Our seniors are a Viohdeserving group to serve.

On behalf of the KMB Deacons, may the Lord abid#hail of you and your families as you enjoy felkivip, worship,
and remember, once again, the birth of Emmanuel!

Camp Crossroads Happenings

“Get Ready for Christmas”

Get Ready for Christmas the name of the annual women'’s retreat at Caropstoads. The retreat was held in
November, with participants ranging in age from@&05.

The women enjoyed a relaxing schedule, which iredudlptions to participate in a variety of craftsl aeedlework,
walks, baking, games, puzzles, and Christmas-cektgvities. All the women shared in meal preparat
and cleanup. There were times of carol singingGmdstmas devotionals.

If you would enjoy attending the retreat next ygégease watch for the Camp Crossroads fall buliesert.
“Deep Freeze”: February 5-7, 2010

A Junior High Retreat has been planned right imtiédle of Muskoka’s snow season! This will be atéstic opportunity
for our Grades 6-8 students to have fun with ogineups throughout Ontario.

The goal is for Junior High students to have a cedno make new friends, build their faith, andrsgteen the
commitment they have to their own church group.

The retreat will be a time of fun, and also a timethem to seek answers to the questions they siavieed to ask.
Please contact Mark Beach for registration forms.
Zehrs Tapes

The drawer in the flyer rack, located in the offfoger, will continue to be designated for the ectlon of Zehrs tapes.
Money raised through the collection of the tapesifuspecial program purchases at Crossroads. Manks to those
KMBers who donate tapes regularly.

—Submitted by Paul and Ingrid Fehderau

After School Program

The after school program has been a great sudskshave over eighteen kids
(Grades 6-8) registered for the program. They lejeyed the free time in the
youth room playing pool, ping pong, video gamegust chatting. Their favourite
gym game is dodge ball and their favourite snacgkirs pizzas. Many of them have
had the opportunity to do their homework and reediglp if they need it. We have
also talked about many things with them such agéignlove, respect, responsibil-
ity, and more.

We want to thank everyone who has provided us snticks over the past several months. The kids émgjoged the apples, pop-
corn, and other snacks that were donated. We als® dippreciated the help of the faithful voluntgaff: Catriona Roy, Ebenezer
Rajeevan, Pete Hamm, John Harback, and Katelyn.Mast

We are looking forward to what God will do in thétéx School Program in the new year!

Submitted by Mark Beach & Ryan McNamara



Finding God in Silence

As a professional communicator, | have long sieegried to never, ever
question the methods God uses to speak to us.tBweenturies we have
learned to communicate using TV, radio, billboamsthe newspaper. In
scripture, He chose to reach us using a burninp,®Baslaam’s donkey,
dreams, doves, frogs, angels, locusts, bread ahdfiie and brimstone, and
an eclectic (to put it mildly) assortment of protghén the thousands of
years since, He has used books, broadcast, bilbpand most importantly,
uses us—his loving, if flawed, servants.

Come Christmas season, whose unofficial beginneegns to creep back
nearer to July with each passing year, God muspetarfor our attention
against some formidable competition. In the wofldharketing, where |
work, it's the noisiest, most message-clutteredsean the calendar.
Advertisers scream—sometimes literally—to be hemetr one another, in
an often-desperate competition for billions of Ghrias shopping dollars.
And every last one of them seems to know the setrsthat Christmas is
all about.”

Don’t blame advertisers. Like the church, theyiray catering to the great spiritual hunger pedphd this
time of year. Some seek to feed it with gift-givi@and receiving), with music, favourite movies, fgm
gatherings, and food. Advertising is a means ofiicgsin on that hunger. And at this time of yedr, a
advertising—even in print—feels like yelling. Likiee Saturday farmer’s market, but on steroids.

How does God compete with that? How can even Heqgdle heard over Best Buy and Blackberry and Mott
Clamato? How can He afford airtime duridgckey Night in Canadto be heard over such iconic Canadian
brands as Tim Horton’s and Canadian Tire? He usesne medium He has reserved for Himself. Ancbtiig
medium that He alone has mastered:

Silence.

Sure, He speaks through laughter, and tears; thrthegsounds of wrapping paper being torn, the ctedu
smell of roast turkey, and doorbells rung by thesdove. Through our choir His fluency and poetwyo$ten
sends a tingle down the spine. Yet he saves Hategeeloguence for those rare moments when stillisnd
quiet. Those are the moments he chooses to spealcioof us with His unmistakable love.

Our task is to listen; but that’s not nearly asyeasit seems. Blocking out all the “noise” tiaat't God—
especially at this time of year—is a Herculean t&kpervasive are the calls for song, partiesis;anovies,
phone calls, text messages, advertising, visitingl, sensory stimulations—however joyful—that we masv
fight for those moments of stillness—of silence—wehthese sacred conversations happen.

Can we experience such a moment together, as alcfamily? | believe we can. There is a moment—hawe
brief—on Christmas Eve. It's that moment when camgregation finishes singirgtille Nacht, heilige Nacht
and a sweet silence warms the sanctuary. Listahéraugh, and you can hear His voice whispearen

—Mike Tennant

We are very grateful to the Lord for the many pedyel has placed in our path to strengthen and eweous along this journey. We have ex-
perienced an outpouring of love in action from s&veeople in our congregation. We thank you famygenerosity.

The last year has been full of challenges and ehawigjob was outsourced to the Philippines, ardétvas laid off for over seven months.
Now we look back and see how God orchestrated liaéevgcenario so that His name would be glorifiée: day Steve was laid off, | got a
call from Christian Horizons to set up an appoimthfier an interview. | had no qualifications (doamts) except my love and passion for
God and people. | was in the process of having tetrained as a social worker. This meant goisghool for two years, then finding a job
placement before going on in the field. But thextgesad mighty God we serve provided me with thehabpaid for my training while work-
ing in the field. My training was done in DecemB@68, and this was only possible because Stevharas to take care of the household. |
was able to go out of town to fast-track my tragin

Christmas was in the air and | thought we wouldhae®e enough money because winter is the most &ixpeseason. But that Christmas
was our best since the Lord met our needs in the dd monetary gifts from many sources. We expegdrihe true meaning of Christmas
and total dependence on God because in our owgtirie seemed impossible. Presently Steve istoaskrk and | am still enjoying my
job working with people who are physically and nadintchallenged. | look at my job as a ministrjhefping others to live to their full po-
tential with just the simple acts of kindness amcberragement we sometimes take for granted. Gatitl is control and we will continue to
put our trust in him fully.

We are still a work-in-progress and we look forwarevhat he has in store for us.
Yours in Christ,
Susan & Steve Deosaran

Suit up for Sudan
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The Scandal of it All
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' | begin this review with a confession: | love gaidgé love reading about them,
V‘ I love buying them, and sometimes | covet the taded greatest that the sales-
people are pitching. But sooner or later, manyhefgadgets | buy wind up

stuffed away in a junk drawer or collecting dussame cupboard because either
they have become obsolete or the newest “revidias’been rolled out.

As bad as this may be, | suspect that there areat many people who are like me. The fact is weith a consumer-driven
society that encourages us to dispose of whatismdl to upgrade, accumulate, and buy more. Weare told that it is our
duty as good citizens! After all, how will we gettmf this recession unleSsonsumers begin to spend7his is never more
apparent than when the Christmas season rolls dr&wen with Western society’s

credit maxed out to the limit, we are still encayed to spend and “charge it.”

In the end, the drive for more all too often beceradrap for many of us, driving our
behaviour and relationships. Rather than our tddgyand affluence making our lives
easier and freeing us, we instead become prisonérdf you doubt me, just ask any-
one under the age of forty to give up their televir cell phone or internet for just
one week. Not an easy challenge.

And yet while many of us in Western society feetavhelmed by our affluent techno-
logical world, there are millions of people worldlgiwho are overwhelmed by their
destitution. This forces me to ask the questiomgWttan the church exist between these
two extremes, and what are we called to do?”

This is the situation that Marva Dawn’s boblgfettered Hope: A Call to Faithful Liv-
ing in an Affluent Societgeeks to address. As the title suggests, the @sitjmal in
writing this book is to help Christians developapé in Christ that is free of the
“fetters” (shackles or restraints) that our afflusaciety produces, and to demonstrate
to the reader how a Christian faith can liberatdrusloing so, Christians can then work
more urgently against the sin and injustices thstrain the hope of the dispossessed.

Dawn does this by first giving the reader an anglg§how technology and affluence turn people afragn community and
cooperation, moving instead toward the efficiemtdurction of commodities and false hopes of satigEfacDawn uses this as
the key tool for explaining not only the breakdowfrfamilies and communities, but also how theseesdestructive social
patterns can deform the church.

The author then moves forward to her proposed isoluproper attention to “focal concerns” that peahnology and afflu-
ence in their proper place of service for the gobdthers. (By focal concerns, the author meanstiges that communities
engage in that are central to the life of the peapld shape their identities.)

For the Christian, Dawn argues that these focatemrsshould bethe love of God and the love of our neighbourse &bthor
writes that Christians have a rich tradition ofo@ees and practices based on the Ten Commandthahtiey can draw
from that shape these two focal concerns, andotmest enough to give us hope as we face new clyakien

Perhaps one of the most helpful ideas that theoagfkies is that these Christian practices crea@rallel cultureto the one
around us. This helps to address the church’s isShbeing in the world but not of it, while at teeme time offering a cri-
tique and resistance to those cultural forcesgbek to take us captive. In the end, Dawn argussttts these practices fu-
elled by God’s mercy and a desire to die to onesadffollow Christ that will ultimately set peogdtee.

This is an excellent book for all Christians whelséo live a more faithful discipleship to Jesusdrves as a call to live
faithfully between the cracks of a slowly crumbligestern society, practising a community that isticzl on the Love of
God and neighbour and experiencing the in-breas&irfgod’s kingdom. Parents should take particulde rad the book’s cri-
tique of technology as our young people increagibgicome defined by the technology and media Hegt &re wired into.
All'in all, this book is a very valuable read.

—NMike Williamson
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Kids Corner

ANGEL

BELLS
BETHLEHEM
CANDLES
CANDY CANE
CAROLS
DECORATIONS
EGGNOG
FAMILY
FRANKINCENSE
FRIENDS
GABRIEL

GIFTS

GOLD
GREETING CARDS
HOLLY

ICICLES

JESUS

JOSEPH
LIGHTS

MARY
MANGER
MYRRH
ORNAMENTS
POINSETTIA
SHEPHERDS
SKATES
SLEIGH
SNOWFLAKES
SNOWMAN
STABLE

STAR
STOCKING
THREE WISE MEN
TOBOGGAN
TOYS

HOW Many

can You FIND?

Jokes

What do you call a snowman on roller blades?
A: A Snow Mobile

What does a snow man have for breakfast?
A: Snowflakes

What animal can write?
A: A Pen-Quin

Why do birds fly south for the winter?
A: Because it’'s too far to walk

What do snowmen wear on their heads?
A: Ice Caps

How do snowmen travel around?
A: By Icicle
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“The greatest gift you will ever receive will
never be found under a Christmas tree. It is
far too valuable to be stored in any other
place but in the depths of your heart.”
—Anonymous

Snacks Needed

The After School Program (Tuesdays & Thurs-

days) is looking for donations of healthy snachis,

including such things as cheese, crackers, midro-
wave popcorn, apples, veggies, yogurt, juice, |or
anything else good for you! If you can help, plegse
drop off any items of the items to the kitchen ahd

mark them with “After School Program.” This wil

be an ongoing need throughout the year. For mpre
info, speak with Mark Beach.




